A DIAMOND MINE

Diamond Elementary School

MAY 2025

Dear Diamond Families,

We are in the home stretch to the 2024-2025 school year.
The last marking period has been moving along quickly and
extremely busy! The month of May is busy with field trips,
end of the year assessments for grades K-5, state
assessments for grades 3-5, Field Day, and PTA events
including our annual International Night, which will be held
on Friday, May 30th from 6:30-8:30 pm.

Our building recently changed over the air units from
heating to air-conditioning. Students should dress in layers
and are encouraged to bring a sweatshirt or sweater to leave
in class, especially since we have experienced several cold
temperatures in the past few days or due to the building
cooling system.

We wish all Diamond ES families a wonderful, relaxing and
enjoyable Memorial Day weekend with family and friends!
If you have any questions, please contact the main office at
240-740-2120.

Sincerely,

Daniel Walder
Principal

MAY 2025 CALENDAR

May 5-9
Staff Appreciation Week

Wednesday, May 7
PreK-Grade 5 Field Day-10:00 AM-3:00

PM
PTA Meeting at 6:30 pm in Media Center

Thursday, May 8
5th Grade Legacy Art Open House- 6:00-
8:00 PM

Monday, May 12
Safety Patrol Picnic

Thursday, May 22
4th Grade Field Trip to Kid Museum

5th Grade Field Trip to Spy Museum

Friday, May 23
Bus Evacuation Drill

Monday, May 26
Memorial Day Holiday- No School for Stu-

dents and Staff

Thursday, May 29
5th Grade Panoramic Picture @ 9:45 AM

(entire 5th grade w/ students and staff)

Friday, May 30th
PTA sponsored International Night from

6:30-8:30 PM




Diamond Elementary Arts Program
May Newsletter

What is going on in Art class during May?

Kindergarten will be creating clay pinch pots.

First Grade students will be creating radial designs using sand.
Second Grade students will be creating floral still life collages.
Third Grade students will be completing a weaving.

Fourth Grade students will be completing paper maché sculptures.

Fifth grade students will be completing their legacy mural tiles out of clay.

What is going on in Music class during May?

Kindergarten students will sing within a limited vocal range and sing songs that use the voice in a variety of
ways. Students will improvise using movement, unpitched percussion, and barred instruments to represent long/
short and high/low to accompany a story, song or poem.

1st grade students will be working on reading simple rhythm patterns. Students will notate simple rhythm pat-
terns. Students will improvise using unpitched percussion, and barred instruments to create rhythmic ostinato pat-
terns that enhance a given melody, story or poem.

2nd grade students will be working on composing a simple rhythm pattern and notating it using iconic or standard
notation. Students will improvise using unpitched percussion and barred instruments to create rhythms, melodies
and/or ostinato patterns that enhance a given melody, story, or poem.

3rd grade students will notate simple rhythm patterns and read notation for pitch patterns. Students will use the
voice, recorder, or body percussion to improvise phrases that answer given melodic phrases in the same style. Stu-
dents will read melodic notation on the treble staff and play on the recorder or barred instrument.

4th grade students will read rhythm and melodic patterns using quarter notes/rest, eighth notes and sixteenth
notes. Students will create movements to enhance a song, story, or poem. Students will create or improvise melo-
dies to enhance a song, story, or poem.

Sth grade students will read and perform songs with a descant or partner songs to create harmony. Students will
create movements to enhance a song, story, or poem. Students will create or improvise melodies to enhance a song,
story, or poem.

What is going on in Physical Education class during May?

For grades K-2: By the end of May kindergarten through 2nd grade students will be able to identify how body sys-
tems and physical activity effect the body.

For grades 3-5: By the end of May 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade students will be able to explain the relationship between
effort and improvement as well as design a realistic, achievable, and challenging short term physical

activity goal.



Leader In Me Social-Emotional Curriculum
May- Habit 7— Sharpen the Saw

Understanding the Habit

In a nutshell this habit means:

« Sharpen the Saw means to have balance in your life. The story is that a man was sawing down a
tree and not making much progress.When asked why he didn’t stop to sharpen his saw, he an-
swered that he was too busy. Habit 7 reminds us that we are more productive when we are in
balance: body, brain, heart, and soul. If one area is being ignored or overused, the rest will feel

the results. A good analogy is a car needing all four tires; as leaders of themselves, they need to
take care of all four parts of themselves.

« Habit 7 will teach students to:

1 Demonstrate healthy ways to express needs, wants, and feelings.

2 Develop strong intrapersonal skills, self-reliance, self-confidence, and self-discipline.
3. Demonstrate characteristics of a responsible friend and family member.
4
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Recognize the relationship between personal behavior and individual well-being.
Strive to be healthy for life.



Kindergarten Registration/Enrollment Process for 2025-2026

The Kindergarten Registration System is LIVE! If you are registering your child for kindergarten for the upcoming 2025-2026
School year, please follow the 4-Step Registration Process below.

4-Step Registration Process

o Kindergarten Registration Webpage: https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/info/enroll/kindergarten.aspx

e Diamond ES Directions to Kindergarten Registration: https://docs.google.com/document/
d/1awjuOm795FVireWluOcLeFR]GIXEnKLzZZY 7¢E59T41/edit?usp=sharing

e Translated Directions for Kindergarten Registration/Enrollment Process (Amharic, Bengali, Chinese, French, Hindi, Kore-

an, Nepali, Portuguese, Russian, Spanish, Tamil, Telugu)

STEP 1: Determine Eligibility

Children age 5 by September 1 on the first day of school are eligible for enrollment.

Age and Attendance Requirements

Contact International Admissions and Enrollment at 240-740-4500 to begin the enrollment process when:

e The student is age 7 or older by September 1 and has not attended school within the U.S. or a U.S. accredited school (i.e.,
Department of Defense school or an accredited American International school in a foreign country) within the past two years,
or

e The student does not live with a parent or legal guardian.

STEP 2: How would vou Like to Register?

e Online

You will need to create a ParentVue account here. If your child is already enrolled in an MCPS program (pre-school, PEP pro-
gram, etc), you do not need to create another Parent Vue account.

If you have questions about online registration, here are helpful tips on how to Get Started with Kindergarten Online Registra-
tion

e Paper Forms

Please contact the Diamond ES main office directly. Mrs. Christine Chimera is the school secretary and Kindergarten registrar.
You can determine which school is assigned to your address by using the School Assignment Locator.

STEP 3: Important Documents

e Proof of Residency
e Identification
e Birth documents

e Health Forms

Parents registering their children for the first time in a Montgomery County public school must provide proof of county resi-
dency, identity, age and immunizations, unless homeless. Required immunizations must be completed within 20 days of regis-
tration.

Students who have previously attended school should bring their latest report card, if available. Students receiving special edu-
cation services should bring a copy of the current Individualized Education Program (IEP).

Examples of acceptable verification documentation

4


https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.montgomeryschoolsmd.org%2Finfo%2Fenroll%2Fkindergarten.aspx&data=04%7C01%7Cdaniel_walder%40mcpsmd.org%7C096c60302b8642979e0808da10ca7cff%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C1%7C0%7C6378407
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1awjuOm795FVireWIu0cLeFRjGJXEnKLzZZY7gE59T4I/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1awjuOm795FVireWIu0cLeFRjGJXEnKLzZZY7gE59T4I/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_RErxRoUj2s0yADPpi2pB6kIa6Xgtg0LbsYqh1faXyY/edit?usp=sharing
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.montgomeryschoolsmd.org%2Finfo%2Fenroll%2Frequirements.aspx&data=04%7C01%7Cdaniel_walder%40mcpsmd.org%7C096c60302b8642979e0808da10ca7cff%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C1%7C0%7C6378407
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmd-mcps.edupoint.com%2FPXP2_OEN_Login.aspx&data=04%7C01%7Cdaniel_walder%40mcpsmd.org%7C096c60302b8642979e0808da10ca7cff%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C1%7C0%7C637840759112129116%7CUnknown
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fdocument%2Fd%2F1V4lA1XA5JQ9ZTCNCs63QkFXStbt0CHXPdR-qn_i8qkw%2Fedit%23heading%3Dh.1njubr5jqpjl&data=04%7C01%7Cdaniel_walder%40mcpsmd.org%7C096c60302b8642979e0808da10ca7cff%7Cdd
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fdocument%2Fd%2F1V4lA1XA5JQ9ZTCNCs63QkFXStbt0CHXPdR-qn_i8qkw%2Fedit%23heading%3Dh.1njubr5jqpjl&data=04%7C01%7Cdaniel_walder%40mcpsmd.org%7C096c60302b8642979e0808da10ca7cff%7Cdd
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2FMCPS-School-Assignment&data=04%7C01%7Cdaniel_walder%40mcpsmd.org%7C096c60302b8642979e0808da10ca7cff%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C1%7C0%7C637840759112129116%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.montgomeryschoolsmd.org%2Finfo%2Fenroll%2Fproofs.aspx&data=04%7C01%7Cdaniel_walder%40mcpsmd.org%7C096c60302b8642979e0808da10ca7cff%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C1%7C0%7C6378407591121

What other forms do I need to complete for kindergarten registration for my child?

1. Complete the Kindergarten Student Profile Form: https://forms.gle/TF2171a6vtY gnssGA . This form pro-

vides parents with the opportunity to share information about their child that will be used as we make decisions on class place-
ment for next year. Please complete by June 1, 2025.

2. Kindergarten Readiness Checklist for 2025-2026: Have your child’s pre-school teacher or child care provided complete
the following form to provide information on Kindergarten Readiness Checklist for 2025-2026: htips://forms.gle/
Z2vgWeSydK97X79M7 . This form should be completed by your child's current child care provider or pre-school/nursery
school teacher. If your child does not attend a pre-school or child care, the parent can complete the checklist to the best of their
knowledge. Please complete this form by June 1, 2025. The checklist will help us get to know your child's learning experienc-
es, strengths and areas of need. For the child care provider or pre-school teacher, please read each statement and indicate your
child's abilities by checking the appropriate column.

Other Resources for Kindergarten:

e Day Care Centers servicing the Diamond ES community: The following is a list of some of the Children’s Day Care
(Before/After School) Centers that are used by Diamond families. Bar-T is on location at Diamond ES, and the others
have buses that transport students to and from their location. For more information, please contact the centers direct-
ly. Visit the link for information on Day Care Centers: https://docs.google.com/document/
d/1Vxvu5SrTPincnxqijlGuTo4NjiNKaZmyjDo4Y audk2MMM/edit?usp=sharing

¢ Kindergarten Handbook: https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/siteassets/district/info/enroll/
kindergarten/0663.25ncr_kindergartenhandbook english.pdf. This resource includes basic information about your child's
Kindergarten year and all of the forms needed to enroll your child in MCPS.

e Early Entrance to Kindergarten Information: https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/dtecps/earlychildhood/
early-entrance.aspx Per Maryland State Department of Education regulations, to be eligible to enter ~ kindergarten for
the 2025-2026 school year, children must be five years of age by September 1, 2025. Children who will turn five years old
between September 2 and October 15, 2025 are eligible for consideration for the early entrance to  kindergarten process.

e Parents/guardians of children who wish to apply for early entrance to kindergarten must complete the Application for Early
Entrance to Kindergarten form

o Application for Early Entrance to Kindergarten: https://ww2.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/forms/detail.aspx?
formID=81&formNumber=271-6&catID=2&subCatld=0

Please complete this application if you feel that your child demonstrates academic achievement, social, emotional, and physical
maturity appropriate for kindergarten placement, has a birth date that where he/she turns five between September 2 and Octo-
ber 15, and should be considered for early placement in kindergarten. Return the completed form to your school before June
30". Applications for early entrance to kindergarten for the 2025-2026 school year will be accepted from February 1 through
June 30, 2025.

The testing for Early Entrance to Kindergarten will occur in May-June 2025.

You can refer to this link for the information in this email regarding the Kindergarten Registration Process for 2025-2026:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1awjuOm795F Vire WIuOcLeFRiGIXEnKLzZZY 7gE59T41/edit?usp=sharing

Any questions regarding the kindergarten registration process, please contact Mrs. Christine Chimera, school secretary via
email Christine M_Chimera@mcpsmd.org or by phone at 240-740-2120.
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Diamond Elementary Yearbooks

LAST CHANCE TO ORDER 2025 DIAMOND ES SCHOOL YEARBOOKS!!!
SO FAR 300 YEARBOOKS HAVE BEEN ORDERED.
DON’T MISS OUT!! LAST DAY TO ORDER YEARBOOKS IS JUNE 2nd

Order Your Diamond ES Yearbook Now
Diamond Elementary School is offering yearbooks for the 2024-2025 school year. Yearbook Orders
cost $28.00. Yearbooks will be distributed to students in June 2025.

To order a School Yearbook, follow these 2 easy steps:

e Step 1: Please complete this DES Yearbook Order Form. DES Yearbook Order Form: https://
forms.gle/FVRZLpXYB9HQgf51L.8
e Step 2: Submit your payment for the DES Yearbook. (There are 3 options for payment)

Option 1: Purchase yearbook online through School Cash Online:

https://mcpsmd.schoolcashonline.com/

Option 2: Purchase yearbook with check payable to

|II

“Diamond Elementary School” and submit check and form below to school’s main office.
Option 3: Purchase yearbook with cash payment (exact payment only: $28.00) and submit in an
envelope addressed to Diamond ES Yearbook to the school’s main office.

We prefer online payments through School Cash Online: https://mcpsmd.schoolcashonline.com/
As mentioned before, we also accept checks made payable to “Diamond E.S.” or cash payment

(exact change only). You can use this SchoolCash Online document for procedures on setting up
an online account.

Any questions regarding the yearbook, please contact Mr. Desai @ Rahul G Desai@mcpsmd.org.

Diamond Elementary Yearbook 2025 order
Only return this tear-off form if you are submitting cash or check payment to order

a DES yearbook.

Student’'s Name:

Teacher: Grade:

Quantity: Amount Enclosed: ($28 per yearbook)



https://forms.gle/FVRZLpXYB9HQgf5L8
https://forms.gle/FVRZLpXYB9HQgf5L8
https://mcpsmd.schoolcashonline.com/
https://mcpsmd.schoolcashonline.com/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kt6SodLgwXxOmP_OGZeFzAR0TuB2kVoA8gjonhaRVGU/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:Rahul_G_Desai@mcpsmd.org

School Cash Online

Diamond Elementary School offers SchoolCash Online for making online payments for field
trips and other school orders and fees like school yearbook, etc. SchoolCash Online is the
preferred method of payment for all school-related fees.

SchoolCash Online helps parents/guardians and community members pay school-related
fees safely, quickly, and easily. It will help increase efficiency and security at schools by
making payments directly into schools’ bank accounts and eliminating the need for
teachers to handle money. In addition, once registered, you will be immediately informed
about school activities!

Powered by KEV Group, SchoolCash Online is the industry leader in the management of school
fees. The system puts all the school-related fees online for purchase so users can make purchases
online using a credit card or e-check. A processing fee will be included on all items available for
purchase, regardless of the type of payment used on SchoolCash Online or at the school.

How to register

e (o to https://mcpsmd.schoolcashonline.com/ and click Register. Then, click the Green but-
ton “Use your MCPS Parent/Guardian Account”

e Sign in with your MCPS Parent/Guardian Account login. If you haven’t registered with it yet,
follow follow these steps:

e Click “Sign Up now”

e Enter the email address you have on file at your child’s school (e.g., ParentVUE email)
e Click the “Send verification code” button

e Enter your verification code from your email and click “Verify code”

e Create your password for the account.

e Enter First and Last name in the appropriate fields

e Enter the email address you have on file at your child’s school (e.g., ParentVUE email)
e Click the “Send verification code” button

e Enter your verification code from your email and click “Verify code”

e Create your password for the account.

e Enter First and Last name in the appropriate fields

e C(lick the “Create” button

e (o back to https://mcpsmd.schoolcashonline.com and sign in with the email address on file and
the password you created

eAnswer “Yes” to receive email notifications of new school-related fees assigned to your student.

If you have any questions, please contact the school’s main office team.


https://mcpsmd.schoolcashonline.com/
https://mcpsmd.schoolcashonline.com/

