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Mr. Levine’s Message 

  Looki ng Ahead 

COSA Application Season is open from 
February 2, 2026, through April 7, 2026 
(see page 9) 

February 
African American Heritage Month 

February 14–22 
Schaeffer’s Piano Company, Inc.  
   Liquidation Sale (see page 10) 

Monday, February 16 
Holiday — schools and offices closed 

Tuesday, February 17  
No school for students and staff 

Wednesday, February 18 — Activity Buses 
Wellness Wednesday 
Fidos for Freedom Therapy Dogs 
Workout Club, Mr. Fisher, Weight Room 

Thursday, February 19 — Activity Buses 
8th Grade Panoramic Picture (see page 2) 
Basketball vs. MLK, Boys Away/Girls Home 
Bracelet Club, Ms. Walsh, Room 101 
Homework Club, Ms. Laraia, Room 131 
Jazz Band, Ms. Fell, Room 107 
NJHS, Mr. Conner, Room 234 
Workout Club, Mr. Fisher, Weight Room 

Tuesday, February 24—Activity Buses 
Lifetouch Spring Picture Day (see page 2) 
eSports, Mr. Conner and Mr. McKay, 
   Rooms 233 and 234 
FCA, Mrs. Paredes, Room 219 

Wednesday, February 25 — Activity Buses 
Wellness Wednesday 
Basketball vs. Kingsview, 
   Boys Home/Girls Away 
SGA, Ms. Blankenship, Room 208 
Workout Club, Mr. Fisher, Weight Room 

Thursday, February 26 — Activity Buses 
Basketball vs. Neeslville, 
   Boys Home/Girls Away 
Bracelet Club, Ms. Walsh, Room 101 
Homework Club, Ms. Laraia, Room 131 
Jazz Band, Ms. Fell, Room 107 
Workout Club, Mr. Fisher, Weight Room 

Friday, February 27 
Early Release Day for Students — Baker 
   dismisses at 12:30 p.m. 

March — Women’s History Month 

Friday, March 6 
7th Grade Medieval Times Field Trip 
Interims avaible on ParentVue and mailed 
   to households without an active account 

Sunday, March 8 
Daylight Saving Time Begins at 2:00 a.m. 

Greetings Baker Bulldogs Families! 

The 8th Grade Panoramic Picture will be taken this Thursday 
morning. Order forms have been distributed to the students and 
online ordering is available (see page 2). Online orders must be 
placed before picture day  or the order form with exact 
payment must be submitted to the photographer on picture 
day. The code will deactivate after picture day, so orders will 
not be able to be placed once picture day has been completed. 

Please let me know if you have any questions or if I can be of 
assistance in any way. Thank you for your support and 
partnership! 

Best,  
Sam Levine 

SGA Seeking Donations 
Attention Baker MS community, please help us collect donations 
for students in foster care by dropping off any of the following 
items in the Main Office or Media Center until April 30:  

• Small Duffel Bag or Backpack 
• Pajamas, Child Size 10  

to Adult 3XL 
• Blanket  

(no larger than 50”x60”) 
• Adult Toothbrush  

(1 – 3 pack) 
• Toothpaste (travel size) 
• Shampoo & Conditioner 

(travel size) 

• Lotion (travel size) 
• Soap or Body Wash  

(travel size) 
• Deodorant 
• Stuffed Animal  

(12” or smaller) 
• Journal 
• Pens & Pencils 
• Book 

Student Reminders & Opportunities 
Water Safety Poster Contest: Open to artists in grades K–12, 
this contest asks participants to create a poster that highlights 
the importance of water safety. Deadline: Sunday, March 15. 

America’s Field Trip: This contest invites students in grades 3-12 
to submit writing or artwork in sharing their perspectives on 
what America means to them — and earn the opportunity to 
travel for field trip experiences at historic and cultural 
landmarks. Deadline: March 30, 2026. 

Keeping It Safe Video Contest: Open to middle and high school 
students, the contest invites students to create a 30-second 
video on the risks and dangers of under 21 alcohol use.  
Deadline: Tuesday, March 31. 

Sustainability Poster Contest: MCPS Students and staff. This 
contest aims to increase awareness of energy conservation, 
waste reduction and responsible recycling. Deadline: April 3. 

Superintendent’s SSL Award 
Any middle school student who completes 75 SSL hours in 
middle school will earn the Superintendent’s SSL award. The 
DEADLINE for submitting SSL documentation that qualifies 
students for this SSL Award is March 27, 2026. If you turn in 
hours after March 27th, and no later than May 29, 2026, they 
will still count towards your record, but will not count towards 
the Superintendent’s award. No SSL hours from this school year 
will be accepted after May 29, 2026. 
Mrs. Tricia Paredes, SSL Coordinator 

https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/rec/Resources/Files/aquatics/2026AQPosterContest.pdf
https://america250.org/fieldtrip/
https://montgomerycountymd.galaxydigital.com/need/detail/?need_id=1146761
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/facilities/sustainability/poster-contest/
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The middle school interscholastic athletics program is available 
for students in seventh and eighth grade only. 
Season runs from: March 10—May 22, 2026 

Baker Athletic Coordinator: Scott Frye Scott.Frye@mcpsmd.net 
Boys’ Coach: Rob Wilkie Robert_C_Wilkie@mcpsmd.org 
Girls’ Coach: Ken Diehl kendiehl@erols.com 

Registration Opened January 26, 2026 @ 12:00PM 
All students who want to participate in sports, as part of the 
MCPS interscholastic athletics program, must have their Parent/
Guardian complete the online registration process by going to 
ParentVue Portal in order to participate. All forms must be up 
to date in order to be able to participate. There are no 
exceptions. 

Parents/Guardians who have difficulty with registration (forgot 
Login or Password) please contact:  
Bonnie Nichols at (Bonnie_J_Nichols@mcpsmd.org) 

Any other difficulties please contact Scott.Frye@mcpsmd.net 

Registering Your Student/Athlete 

When you are in ParentVue Portal click on “Online registration” 
in the upper right hand corner. Then choose “Middle school 
registration” from the four drop downs . From there, please 
follow along and fill out all of the information. During your 
registration it will ask you to upload a copy of your child’s 
physical. After you are finished please HIT SUBMIT. 
You must have a physical in order to participate. Your proof of 
physical must be filled out on the MCPS SR-8 Physical Form 
only. No other forms will be accepted. Proof of your physical 
MUST be submitted through your ParentVue Portal. 
You cannot tryout for a team until your physical is up to date 
and is filled out on the SR-8 physical form only and the 
registration is complete  
There are tryouts for all sports teams (which means there will 
be cuts). 
Tryouts will be held March 10, 11, and 12 from 3:15-4:30 p.m. 
Activity buses are available on tryout days. 

2025-2026 Spring Soccer Season 

Lifetouch Spring Picture Day is Coming! 
¡Ya llega el Día de la Foto de primavera! 

Tuesday, February 24, 2026   Martes 24 de febrero de 2026 

mailto:Scott.Frye@mcpsmd.net
mailto:Robert_C_Wilkie@mcpsmd.org
mailto:kendiehl@erols.com
https://md-mcps-psv.edupoint.com/PXP2_Login.aspx
mailto:Bonnie_J_Nichols@mcpsmd.org
mailto:Scott.Frye@mcpsmd.net
https://md-mcps-psv.edupoint.com/PXP2_Login.aspx
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1t2FFniLc_Jrik5RvnKKas3COuPYlVOU1/view?usp=sharing
https://md-mcps-psv.edupoint.com/PXP2_Login.aspx
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PTA Dates & Contacts 
UPCOMING PTA MEETING DATES: 
 
Tuesday, Mar. 10 
6 pm – 8th Grade Committee 
7 pm – PTA Meeting 
 
Tuesday, Apr. 14 
6 pm – 8th Grade Committee 
7 pm – PTA Meeting 
 
Tuesday, May 12 
6 pm – 8th Grade Committee 
7 pm – PTA Meeting 
 
PTA EXECUTIVE BOARD: 
Amy Bartosch, President –  
BakerPTA@yahoo.com 
 
Shannon West, Treasurer –  
BakerPTATreasurer@yahoo.com 
 
Stacy Smith, Secretary –  
BakerPTASecr@yahoo.com 
 
Jaime Kemp, 8th Grade Comm – 
Baker8thGrade@yahoo.com 
 
Visit our webpage! 

 

Visit our Facebook Page! 

 

 

PTA Dates & Contacts Looking forward...  

 

The PTA needs more volunteers… Our current PTA Board 
has served for the last two years, so in order to keep the 
PTA active, we need new volunteers who are willing to 
step into these roles. Without additional volunteers, the 
PTA will be forced to close our charter and the school  
will no longer have a PTA to support our students, staff,  
& school. Please reach out to BakerPTA@yahoo.com if 
interested or would like to discuss.  

 

Scan the QR code to link to our online 
membership form! We look forward to 
seeing you at our next meeting in  
March! 
 

 

Wellness Wednesdays – Donations Needed! 
 Our students have “Wellness Wednesday” during their 

Advisory periods on Wednesday. The PTA is asking for 
donations of items for the classrooms for this event. 

 Please see the Wishlist for the requested items 
 Donations can be dropped off at the Main Office 
 Would you rather donate funds? Use PayPal 

@BakerMSPTA and indicate it’s for Wellness 
Wednesday! 

 

Our 2nd Annual Silent Auction coming soon! 
 Are you a local business willing to donate a service, 

lesson, or gift card? Do you have gift cards or presents 
from the holidays that you’re just not going to use? 

 Keep our Silent Auction in mind – we can use it all! 
 

Have an 8th Grade Student?    
 Please fill out the attached form 
 Donations cover - DHS Class of 2030 t-shirt, 8th  

Grade Dance and Promotion Ceremony in June 
 Donations can be made via check (Baker PTA with 

student’s name in the memo line) or via PayPal 
@BakerMSPTA or scan the QR code below. 

mailto:BakerPTA@yahoo.com
mailto:BakerPTATreasurer@yahoo.com
mailto:BakerPTASecr@yahoo.com
mailto:Baker8thGrade@yahoo.com
mailto:BakerPTA@yahoo.com
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14DE9Z_aL571YnCKQq9-8RAgctvSMF9-ERrfpIRa8j_o/edit?usp=sharing
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Fechas y Contactors de la PTA: 
PRÓXIMAS FECHAS DE REUNIONES 
DE LA PTA: 
 

Martes 10 de marzo 

6 pm – comité de octavo grado 

7 pm – reunión de la PTA 
 

Martes 14 de abril 

6 pm – comité de octavo grado 

7 pm – reunión de la PTA 
 
Martes 12 de mayo 

6 pm – comité de octavo grado 

7 pm – reunión de la PTA 
 
JUNTA EJECUTIVA DE LA PTA: 
 
Amy Bartosch, Presidenta –  
BakerPTA@yahoo.com 
 
Shannon West, Tesorera –  
BakerPTATreasurer@yahoo.com 
 
Stacy Smith, Secretaria –  
BakerPTASecr@yahoo.com 
 
Jaime Kemp, comité de 8 grado – 
Baker8thGrade@yahoo.com 
 
Visita nuestra página web! 

 
Visit nuestra página de Facebook! 

 
 
 

PTA Dates & Contacts 
Pensando en el futuro...  

 

La PTA necesita más voluntarios… Nuestra junta directiva actual ha 
estado en funciones durante los últimos dos años, así que para 
mantenerla activa, necesitamos nuevos voluntarios dispuestos a asumir 
estas funciones. Sin más voluntarios, la PTA se verá obligada a cerrar 
nuestra escuela autónoma y la escuela ya no contará con una PTA para 
apoyar a nuestros estudiantes, personal y a la escuela. Si está 
interesado o desea conversar al respecto, comuníquese con 
BakerPTA@yahoo.com. 
 

Escanea el código QR para acceder a nuestro 
formulario de membresía en línea. ¡Esperamos verte 
en nuestra próxima reunión en marzo! 

 
 

 

¡ Miércoles de Bienestar - ¡Se necesitan donaciones! 
 Nuestros estudiantes celebran el "Miércoles de Bienestar" durante 

sus sesiones de asesoramiento. La PTA solicita donaciones de 
artículos para las aulas para este evento. 

 Consulte la lista de deseos para ver los artículos solicitados. 
 Las donaciones se pueden dejar en la oficina principal. 
 ¿Prefieres donar fondos? Usa PayPal @BakerMSPTA e indica que es 

para el Miércoles de Bienestar. 
 

¡Subasta silenciosa esta primavera! 
 Después de una subasta silenciosa inaugural muy exitosa, nuestra 

segunda será durante la Noche Internacional de esta primavera. 
 ¿Tiene un negocio local dispuesto a donar un servicio o una tarjeta 

de regalo? ¿Tiene tarjetas de regalo o regalos de las fiestas que no 
va a usar? 

 Tenga en cuenta nuestra subasta: ¡podemos usarlo todo! 
 

¿Tienes un estudiante de octavo grado?    
 Por favor, rellene el formulario adjunto 
 Las donaciones cubren: camiseta de la clase 2030 de DHS para  

todos los estudiantes, ceremonia de baile y promoción de octavo 
grado y junio 

 Las donaciones se pueden hacer mediante cheque (Baker PTA con  
el nombre del estudiante en la línea de notas) o mediante PayPal 
@BakerMSPTA o escanee el código QR a continuación. 

mailto:BakerPTA@yahoo.com
mailto:BakerPTATreasurer@yahoo.com
mailto:BakerPTASecr@yahoo.com
mailto:Baker8thGrade@yahoo.com
mailto:BakerPTA@yahoo.com
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14DE9Z_aL571YnCKQq9-8RAgctvSMF9-ERrfpIRa8j_o/edit?usp=sharing
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How to Receive MCPS Emergency Information 
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/emergency/ 

https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/emergency/
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Student Transfer Application Season Schedule  
from the first school day in February 2026 through the first day in April 2026 
 

ROCKVILLE, Maryland—Montgomery County parents/guardians who wish to request a Change of School Assignment 

(COSA) for their children from their home school may begin the process during the upcoming transfer season—the first 

school day in February through the first school day in April 2026. 

 

Students in Montgomery County Public Schools (MCPS) are expected to attend the school within the established 

attendance area in which they reside (home school) or assigned in accordance with their Individualized Education 

Program (IEP). Students may apply for COSA from the home school, or the school of assignment through the IEP 

process, based on the following criteria: 

• When a documented unique hardship is shown:  students may apply for a COSA when extenuating circumstances 

related to their specific physical, mental, or emotional well-being or their family’s individual or personal situation 

could be mitigated by a change of school assignment. 

• When a family has moved within Montgomery County and wishes to continue attending their former home school, 

they may request a COSA without demonstrating a unique hardship. Such requests may be considered for a remainder 

of the current school year only with the exception that students in Grade 11 or 12 who may be granted a COSA to stay 

through high school graduation. 

• When a student seeks to attend the school where a sibling will be enrolled in the regular/general school program, or a 

special education program, during the year the student wants to enroll. 

►When a sibling attends a magnet, language immersion, or other application program at elementary level, a COSA 

may be approved to the regular school program for other siblings on a case-by-case basis. Such approval requires 

consideration of available classroom space, grade-level enrollment, staffing allocations, or other factors that impact 

the schools involved. 

 

The criteria above regarding siblings do not apply if a boundary change has occurred or if the sibling is in 

prekindergarten. Consideration will be given to school capacity and other issues that impact the ability of the requested 

school to admit new students. 

 

The transfer process begins in the home school, where parents/guardians may request the COSA Information Booklet 

through ParentVUE. The booklet describes the process and provides useful information. Beginning the first week of 

February 2026, the COSA booklet will be available in both English and Spanish. Exempt countywide programs that do 

not fall under the transfer guidelines are listed in the booklet. 

 

For the 2026–2027 school year, parents will continue to submit their request for a COSA online through their ParentVUE 

portal. The parent making the request will be copied on an email notification sent to the administrative team of the 

student’s current school shortly after the submission; this will serve as their receipt of their request and will be sent to the 

email address they entered when completing the online form. 

 

For information about assignments for students residing in the Northeast, Downcounty or Middle School Magnet 

Consortium areas, please contact the Division of Consortia Choice and Application Program Services 240-740-7800 or 

visit the website. 

 

For more information about the transfer process, parents/guardians are encouraged to contact the principal at their home 

school. Non-English speaking students and parents/guardians who require assistance may contact ASK MCPS to obtain 

the information they need by telephone at 240-740-3000. Telephone operators who speak English and Spanish are 

available from 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday through Friday. Parents who speak languages other than English or Spanish 

may call the ASK MCPS telephone line, identify their language, and have their questions answered through a telephone 

interpreter. 

http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/schoolchoice
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